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DECEMBER MEETING, 1896. 

The stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 10th instant, 
at three o'clock, p. m. ; the President, Charles Francis 
Adams, LL.D., in the chair. 

After the reading of the record of the last meeting and the 
list of donors to the Library, the President presented, in the 
name of Mr. Charles H. Hart, of Philadelphia, a Correspond- 
ing Member, a curious drawing of Mrs. Henry Knox, daughter 
of Secretarj' Flucker, and read the following extract of a 
letter from Mr. Hart to him : — 

"I enclose a curious drawing of' Mrs. Knox, wife of General Henry 
Knox, as she appeared in Philadelphia, during Washington's admin- 
istration.' It was drawn by a son of Robert Morris, the Financier, 
and as a fit accompaniment I give you an extract from an unpublished 
letter from Mrs. Abby Hamilton, of Philadelphia, to Mrs. Sarah Bache, 
in England, describing the lady. It is almost needless to add that 
Mrs. Bache was Franklin's daughter, and Mrs. Hamilton, one of the 
celebrated Franks beauties ; her sister Fila marrying Oliver De- 
lancey, and Rebecca, a belle of Andre's Michianza, General Sir Henry 
Johnston, of the British army, whom she met at the fete. 

" November 25th, 1792. 
" 'I was last night at the Assembly where I met your son Benjamin 
who told me if 1 would write he would send it as you were now in London. 
... I think I must tell you why I was at the Assembly. Ann made 
her grande entree as a bride, and your son made his first appearance as a 
manager and he behaved to a charm. I hate the Assemblies . . . 
However it was pleasanter than I expected for I got a comfortable seat 
and Madam K*** was worth going to see. She was really a treat. 
Figure to yourself a fancy dress, purple body, long white sleeves, gold 
muslin train and coat, handkerchief inside, drawn tucker, childlike out- 
side, that not a turn of the shape should be hid ; purple satin turban, 
pink tiffany band, ornamented with beads, stuck on the very top of a 
high cushion and you have the Goddess of War in statu quo. How do 
you like her? Many other figures but none equal to her! Tell me would 
she not do in England where nothing 's old but his infernal majesty ? ' " 
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The President then said : — 

An item has recently been going the rounds of the press to 
the effect that the famous old frigate " Constitution," now lying 
dismantled at the Portsmouth Navy Yard in New Hampshire, 
is falling to pieces through the process of natural decay, and, 
unless soon repaired, must be broken up as the alternative to 
sinking at her moorings. 

It certainly does not need to be said here that the " Consti- 
tution " is a ship of incomparable historical interest, an interest 
also which cannot but grow greater with each succeeding year. 
It has been well and truly remarked by one of our historians, 
that it was her broadsides which in the short space of thirty 
minutes raised the United States from a lightly considered 
nation of the second class into a recognized naval power of the 
first order. 1 She represents, also, an extinct type of naval 
architecture, — a type as extinct now as was the trireme when 
she was built. Not only a great and inspiriting tradition, she 
is a survival. Nelson's flag-ship, the old " Victory," is not 
more so. The "Mayflower" alone of all the innumerable 
marine connected with the history of the English-speaking 
American people, is an equally familiar household word ; and 
if by any chance the " Mayflower " had been preserved to this 
day, the suggestion of breaking her up would be regarded as 
impious. As soon find in Plymouth Rock material for a founda- 
tion wall ! Yet the " Constitution " is to the full as interesting 
and suggestive as the " Mayflower," and in measurable degree 
only is she less old and less antiquated. Under these circum- 
stances it might perhaps not be improper for this Society, in 
the interests of history, to memorialize Congress for the preser- 
vation of this now venerable reminder of distinguished men, 
great events, and an extinct architecture. 

However this may be, there now is in all human probability 
not a single piece of wood about the present " Constitution " 
which formed a part of her when, hard upon a century since, 
in 1798, she slid down the ways at Hart's Wharf, here in 
Boston. She certainly was overhauled and largely rebuilt in 
1836 ; and at that time Commodore Isaac Hull, who, as every 
school-boy in this case does really know, commanded her in 
her famous battle with the " Guerri^re," caused a piece of the 
1 Henry Adams, History of the United States, vol. vi. p. 375. 
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original live-oak timber taken from her frame to be made into 
a cane, which he presented to my grandfather, John Quincy 
Adams, then ex-President and a member of Congress from 
Massachusetts. 

As it is almost needless to say, Mr. Adams valued this gift 
greatly. He valued it not only on account of Commodore 
Hull, from whom it came, but yet more as a bit, so to speak, 
of the true naval cross of his country, the bulwarks of the 
famous " Constitution," the ship that it was his father's boast 
in later life that he, when President, caused to be built. As 
a boy, I well remember the cane lying in my grandfather's 
library at Quincy in a case which bore on its cover, if I recol- 
lect right, a history of its contents. If this was so, the case 
long since was broken up and disappeared. Whether so or 
not, the cane itself had, and still has, a strip of silver around 
it under the handle, bearing this inscription : — 

ISAAC HULL 

TO 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 

LIVE OAK 
FROM U. S. FRIGATE 
CONSTITUTION. 1836. 

So much did my grandfather value this gift from Isaac 
Hull that when he, some fifteen months before his death, 
made his will, he inserted an express item in it bequeathing 
the " Constitution " cane to me. 

Two years ago our late associate Judge Hoar sent from 
his death-bed to be placed in our Cabinet a locket containing 
hair of President Lincoln cut from his head at the time of his 
assassination. In doing so he wrote that it did not seem to 
him " that so interesting a relic, commemorative of such an his- 
torical event, should be intrusted permanently to the posses- 
sion of private parties, but should rather be held by some public 
historical institution, or other public body, where it may gratify 
the interested curiosity of that great number of people ' who 
are touched by identicals.' " x On this point I am of the same 
mind as Judge Hoar ; and, moved by his example, having now 
owned this relic for nearly fifty of its sixty years, I have con- 

1 2 Proceedings, vol. i-x. p. 268. 
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eluded to present it to the Society, to be deposited among 
other similar objects of interest in its Cabinet. Here at least 
it will be seen by many ; and among those who see it there 
will be some who will experience the sense of being brought 
in very close touch with memorable men and celebrated events 
when they feel that this identical stick of wood trembled and 
vibrated at the shock of the broadsides of the " Constitution " 
in her famous battles of August 19 and December 29, 1812 ; 
and, moreover, that it was put in its present form by Commo- 
dore Isaac Hull as a gift to be given to President John Quincy 
Adams during the second administration of Andrew Jackson. 

On motion of Mr. George B. Chase, it was voted, that the 
suggestion of the President be referred to the Council, with a 
request that they memorialize Congress to take action for the 
preservation of the Frigate " Constitution." 

The Hon. Edward L. Pierce said that it was understood 
the President intended to be absent in Europe for several 
months, and on his motion the Secretary was directed to enter 
upon the records an expression of the regret of the Society 
that they were to be deprived of his presence at their meet- 
ings, and their best wishes that he may have a pleasant, 
restful, and instructive sojourn abroad. 

Dr. Samuel A. Green exhibited a manuscript copy of the 
Laws of Harvard College, passed in the year 1655, and said : — 

More than twenty years ago I had occasion to call the atten- 
tion of the members to a manuscript copy of the Laws of 
Harvard College, belonging to the Society, which were passed 
in the year 1655. These Laws are printed in the Proceedings 
(XIV. 206-215) for February, 1876. At one time that copy 
had belonged to Jonathan Mitchel (H. C. 1687), and pre- 
sumably to other undergraduates of an earlier period. See 
also Proceedings (III. 133) for an allusion to the same copy. 
I now take the opportunity to show another similar transcript 
of the same Laws, apparently the official copy of the College, 
as it had belonged to Charles Chauncy and Leonard Hoar, who 
both had been presidents in succession, and whose terms of ad- 
ministration extended from the autumn of 1654 to the spring 
of 1675. 

The manuscript book comprises twenty-two pages, written 
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in a clear and handsome hand, of which fourteen are taken 
up with the Laws ; and of the other pages two are blank, 
and the remainder is covered with detached entries made 
by different persons relating to the government of the stu- 
dents. It is stitched into a vellum cover, which has been 
used previously as part of a manuscript index to some theo- 
logical work in Latiu, long antedating the period of the Laws. 
In the margin of this cover can be made out, somewhat indis- 
tinctly, the name of Leonard Hoar, which is apparently an 
autograph signature. On the inside of the book are signa- 
tures by Charles Chauncy to two entries, of which one without 
doubt is an autograph, and perhaps both are autographs. 

The half-title, with the lines indicated by turned dashes, 
reads as follows : — 

The Lawks and Orders of Har- | vard Colledge | Agreed 
upon by the Overseers President | and Fellowes : Many of them in 
former yeares | at Severall times : and the rest more | Lately, but all 
of them (as they hereafter follow) received | ratified and Conclu- | ded 
upon | At | A Meeting of the Overseers President and | Fellows of 
the Said Colledge on | the 30 th of the 2 d Month | 1655 

[With a bastard title thus :] The Lawes of the Colledge published | 
before the Students | of Harvard Colledge | May. 4. 1655. 

An extract " Out of the printed Lawes in the Title Col- 
ledge," given in the book, is interesting from the fact that it was 
probably taken from the missing edition of the Colonial Laws, 
printed in 1649, of which no copy is known now to be extant. 
The corresponding extract, as found in the edition of 1660, is 
considerably enlarged by the legislation of 1659. 

Two unsigned entries in the same handwriting, found on 
opposite pages and made presumably at the same time, are 
given below. I am inclined to think that they were both 
written soon after the intended Charter of 1672 was granted 
by the General Court of Elections in October of that year. 

Memoranda 

Corporation nominated in y e Charter of 50 was as follows viz : 
Henry Dunster Presid' : Sam 1 . 1 Mather Sam 11 Danforth Masters of Art, 
Jonathan Mitchell, Comfort Star & Sam 1 ? Eaton Bachelors of Art, 
fellows : & Thd : Danforth Treasurer. 

Sam" Mather, & Sam 1 ! Danforth were Tutors : 

26 
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Memorand? Corporation Nominated in y e Grant of 72 is as follows 
viz : Leonard Hoar Presid' : Sam 1 ! Danforth, Urian Oakes, Tho : 
Shepard, Joseph Brown, Jn? Richardson fellows : Jn° Richards 
Treasurer. 

Joseph Brown, & John Richardson were Tutors 

The following regulations appear in the book, and probably 
are not found elsewhere in their original form, as the con- 
tinuous records of the Overseers do not go back to that early 
period : — 

Another Penall lawe enacted by the 
Generall Court held at Boston 

8 r 14. 1656. and published 

in the audience of the Students 

in the Colledge 9 r . 21. 1656. 

It is heerby ordered, that the President and fellowes of Harvard 
Colledge for the time being, or the major part of them are heereby 
impowred according to ther best discretion, to punish all misdemeano rB 
of the youth in ther Society, eyther by fine, or whipping in the hall 
openly, as the nature of the offence shall require, not exceeding ten 
shillings, or ten sTripes for one offence : and this lawe to continue in 
force untill this Court, or the Overseers of the Coll provide some other 
order to punish such offences. 

This is a true copy of the courts order 

as attests. Edw. Rawson Secrety. 

Concordat cu Originali. 

Ita testor Charles Chauncy sec 



Laws that were reade, voted and passed by the over-seers 9 th of the 
2* Month- 1660 and published in the Coll: the next, being the 10 lh 
day of the 2 d Mon* 

No student shall liue or board in the family or privatte house of any 
inhabitant in Cabridge w th out leaue from the P r sident and his Tuto r s 
(as is pvided in the 11 th and 14 th law of the first head) and if any upon 
such leaue obtained shall so liue, yet they shall attend all Corl : Exer- 
cises both religiouse, and Scholastiall, and be under Coll: order and 
discipline, as others ought to doe, and be that are Resident in the Coir, 
and shall pay also flue shillings a quarter towards Corl detrim tB , besides 
ther Tuturage, and in case that any student shall-bee and liue in Towne, 
as aforesaid out of y e Coll, Comons, more then one moneth, whither 
together, or at severall times w th out leaue obtained, he shall thence- 
forth be looked-at as no member of the Coll* 
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Also wheras the penaltyes imposed upon such Students, as are in 
Commons in the Coll : are nt Sutable in some pticulars, to awe, and 
deterre such as board in the Towne, as aboue said, its y'fore heereby 
gvided, that the P r sident or the P'sident and Tutours may gceed w th 
them in the Towne in case of delinquency, by admonition and private 
Correction, vntill by reason of an incorrigible Spirit in the offenders: 
the P'sident and Feilowes shall see cause to pceed to publicke 
Correction or Expulsion, any former or other lawe or Custome not- 
w th standing. 

Also w r as diverse students are discontinuers for the indemnity of the 
Coll it is heereby pvided, that in case any such shall bee behid of pay- 
ments of detriments, and halfe-tuition according to former lawes, more 
then one Month after the Quarter-bill is given by the Stuart to the 
Butler, sucn non-payment shall bee looked at as ther utter w'Mrawing 
from the Coll : and they shall loose all y r time and interest, as to the 
claming of any degree or future privilidge in the Coll :, otherwise then 
by satisfaction of such arreages due and damages sustained and the 
approbation of the Corporation concerning them and notw th standing 
such w th drawing such students shall-bee liable to pay all such arrerages 
and just debts due to the Coll : 

At a meeting of y e overseers at y e presidents 
Aug: 24. 1663. 
Whereas (through long experience) former orders have not been 
effectuall for y e preventing of vnnecessary damages to ye coll: by y e 
violence or carelesnes of those for whose accomodation great cost & 
charges have from time to time been expended. The overseers doe 
therefore order y* henceforth all due care be taken for preventing 
thereof, & y' when any damage shall bee found done to any study or 
chamber inhabited, y e person or persons resident therein shall make 
good y e same, & where any damage is done to y e edifice of y e coll: 
(excepting by y e inevitable providence of god) any vacant chamber or 
study, y e coll: fences about the yard, pumpe, bell, or clock &c: y e same 
shall be made good againe by all y e students resident in y e coll: at such 
time when such damage shall bee done, or dis[covJred to bee done, & 
shall bee duly payd in their quar[ ] to y e treasurer, or other such 
officer of y e coll: as shall bee [apjpoynted to disburse the same, pro- 
vided always if y e person or persons y' were y e actor or actours, or 
blameable occasion of such damage done be discovered, & doe appeare, 
he or they [shall] make full satisfaction for y e same & shall also [ ] 
to further punishment by fiue or otherwise [ ] to y e demerit of 

the fact. And, whereas any student [ ] take vp any study, he 

shall pay y e rent thereof for one whole yeare, whether he be resident 
therein soe long or not, & shall stand engadged to deliver y 8 same in 
such good repayr, as he received it on his, entrance. 
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At a meeting of y e overseers of Harvard Coll: 
at Boston. December. 5. 1667. 

It is ordered y* noe student be admitted into y e coll: by y e presi- 
dent or his tutour vntill hee breing a certificate in y e hand of y e 
steward, y* one quarters allowance for dues to y e coll: be fvlly satis- 
fyed, nor shall any [ Jtinued therein, vnles from time to time at 
every [ ] day they bring the like certificate from y e steward y' hee 

is satisfied for y e following quarter, with y e arreerages, if any bee for y e 
quarter past, & in case either president, tutour, or any other officer shall 
presume soe to doe, they shall satisfy y e damage thereby sustained to 
y e coll:, or steward, & y e steward may abate such person whether presi- 
dent or tutovr of any dues to them appertaining, soe far as shall bee in 
his hands to allow them, & they shall alsoe bee lyable otherwise fully 
to satisfy all y e sayd damage. 

It is ordered y' y e steward shall not bee enjoyned to accept, of above 
one quarter part flesh meat, of any person. 

Whereas it is observed y' there is great discouragement put vpon 
parents, by reason of severall abuses y* are put vpon their children at 
their first entrance, by y e senior students sending them vpon their 
private errands &c : The overseers doe commend it to y e president & 
fellows, y* for y e future due care be taken to prevent y c same, & y* 
all abuses in y* kind bee severely punished, by imposeing a penalty on 
such person or psons as shall presume soe to doe, or by corporall pun- 
ishment as to y e corporation shall seeme meet. 

According to the following entry in the handwriting of 
President Chauncy, three young men were expelled from 
college in the spring of 1666, but it is probable that they 
afterward resumed their relations, as their names appear in 
the General Catalogue of the institution: — 

10 (3) 1666 

M***#, H***##« jun, and W****** jun. (according to the counsell of 
the Eev a Elders) were expelled out of the Colledge, and ther names, 
cut out of the tables in the buttry by the order of the President in 
the p r sence of all the fellowes, for ther disorder and injurious cariage 
towards Andrew Belcher in killing, and hauing stolne ropes in hanging 
Goodma Sells dogge upon the signe post in the night, w ch fact was 
deliberately confessed by one of these delinquents, before the corpora- 
tion with the reason moving thereunto : w ch confession was also attested 
before his companions, and not denyed in diverse particulars, being 
pressed by the Rev a Elders about them : besides two of them after- 
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wards corrupted, and seduced the confessor to unsay his confession : 
and many grosse lyes were told by all, and especially and especially 
[sic] by one of them : and ther were many circumstances, and proba- 
bilityes attesting the guiltinesse of thes crimes. 

Charles Chauncy. 

Our associate Mr. William P. Upham has called my atten- 
tion to an instance of corporal punishment inflicted by a Fellow 
of the College on an undergraduate, as shown by various papers 
among the Suffolk Court files, of which the more important 
are numbered 35,210, 35,213, 35,215, 35,300, and 35,397 in 
their arrangement. It resulted in a suit brought by William 
Vassall (H. C. 1733) against " Daniel Rogers of Cambridge 
Gent & Fellow of Harvard Colledge in Cambridge." The as- 
sault took place on March 20, 1732-3, and was committed " in 
the Highway near the Market place so called, in Cambridge." 
According to the Laws and Orders, now shown, the whipping 
of the students was done " in the hall openly." At that time 
Mr. Rogers had only recently been appointed Tutor, which 
may have made him rather over-zealous in the discharge of 
his duties ; and by virtue of his tutorship he was a Fellow of 
the College, but not of the Corporation. At the trial he was 
fined five shillings and costs, from which verdict he appealed. 
The case came up again at the July term of the Superior 
Court of Judicature in 1733, when the former judgment was 
reversed. 

This case, evidently, was one of the last instances of cor- 
poral punishment inflicted on a Harvard student by a college 
officer. President Holyoke, a graduate of the Class of 1746, 
is recorded as saying that in his day the practice was going 
out of use. About the year 1755 the law became so distaste- 
ful to the better feelings of the college authorities and to pub- 
lic sentiment that it was no longer enforced ; and thus passed 
out of sight a relic of barbarism which had come to the New 
World as an inheritance from English Universities. Without 
doubt, the practice in the mother country was a survival of 
that severe discipline which prevailed in monastic institutions 
throughout Europe during the Middle Ages. At the present 
time it is hard to realize the condition of things which would 
tolerate under any circumstances such a custom with all its 
grim accompaniments. Judge Sewall, in his Diary, under 
date of June 15, 1674, describes the flogging of a student in 
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the Library before the other students, which was preceded and 
followed by a prayer offered up by President Hoar. The lashes 
were laid on by William Healy, the prison keeper, whose ser- 
vices for the task were called into requisition. Only a few 
years later Healy was removed from his office for gross miscon- 
duct, when he himself was " sentenced to be severely whipped 
20 stripes." Such is the irony of fate ! 

The earliest Laws and Orders that governed the administra- 
tion of the College were written in Latin, and are found in 
Mather's Magnalia (Book IV. pages 132-134). The code was 
formed by President Dunster, and, as might have been ex- 
pected, in some respects was similar to the laws that governed 
English Universities ; and for many years it was the basis of 
all rules and regulations affecting the College. 

Among the papers connected with the case of assault by 
Tutor Rogers, just cited, is a copy of an article from the 
Latin Laws, duly attested by the President of the College, 
as well as a translation of the same. This article is iden- 
tical with the corresponding one printed in the Magnalia, 
showing that the Dunster code, either wholly or in part, was 
still in force nearly a hundred years after the College was 
founded. In the arrangement of the Court files, the Latin 
Law is numbered 35,300, and with the translation is as 
follows : — 

Transcribed out of the Latin Laws by which Scholars have of late 
years been admitted into Harvard College N° 12 

Nulli ex Scholaribus Senioribus solis tutoribus et Collegij Sociis ex- 
ceptis recentem sive Juniorem ad Itinerandum aut ad aliud quodvis 
faciendum minis verberibus vel aliis modis Impellere licebit, et siquis 
non graduatus in hanc legem peccaveret Castigatione Corporali expul- 
sione, vel aliter prout presidi cum sociis visum f uerit punietur 

Vera Copia Benjamin Wadsworth 
Cambridge Preses Collegii Harvardini 

May 15* 1733 

It shall be lawful for none of the senior scholars (the Tutors & 
Fellows of the College only excepted) to Compel a Freshman or 
Jun r scholar to go of Errands or do any other service either by 
threats or blows or any other means and if any undergraduate shall 
offend against this Law he shall be punished Corporally or by Ex- 
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pulsion or by Expulsion [sic] or otherwise at the discretion of the 
president & ffellows 

A true Copy Atts Benj a Wadsworth 
Cambridge May ) President of Harvard College — 

15* 1733 J 

A true Copy 

Exam d V Sam l Phipps Clerk 

A true Copy Exam d f Sam l Phipps Clerk 

A true Copy Exam" V Sam 1 Tyley Clerk 

The above is in the same handwriting as the copy of the 
Gridley Plea (No. 272), which was also attested by Tyley. 

There are two other papers in No. 35,300, being copies by 
Tyley of votes of Corporation, July 10, 1732, and Overseers, 
September 12, 1732, making Mr. Daniel Rogers a Tutor. 

The third paper (the vote of the Overseers) is dated Harvard 
College, May 15, 1733, and is attested by " Henry Flynt Cler 
Curator." 

I wish also to exhibit a volume written by Benjamin Wood- 
bridge, who is sometimes called the first graduate of Harvard 
College, as in the General Catalogue his name stands at the 
head of the earliest class. In old times the names were ar- 
ranged not alphabetically, but according to the social rank of 
the families to which the various students belonged. The title 
of the book is as follows : — 

The | Method | of | Grace | in the | Justification | of | Sinners. | 
Being a Reply to a Book written by Mr. Wil- | Ham Eyre of Salis- 
bury : | Entituled, | Vindiciae Justificationis Gratuitse, | Or the | Free 
Justification of a Sinner justified. | "Wherein the Doctrine contained in 
the said Book, is proved | to be Subversive both of Law and Gospel, 
contrary to | the consent of Protestants. And inconsistent with it self. 

| And the ancient Apostolick Protestant Doctrine of | Justification by 
Faith asserted. | — | By Benjamin Woodbridge Minister of Newbery. 

| — | [Three lines from the Bible.] | — 1| London, Printed by T, R. 
and E. M. for Edmund Paxton in Pauls Chain, | right over against the 
Castle Tavern, near Doctors Commons. 1656. 

This is said to be the second work in point of time written 
by a Harvard graduate, the other being a sermon on the Gun- 
powder Plot, intitled " The Saints Security, against Seducing 
Spirits," etc. (London, 1652), by William Ames, a graduate of 
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the Class of 1645. At the end of the volume is " A Catalogue 
of some books printed for, and sould by Edmund Paxton, over 
against the Castle Taverne, neere to the Doctors Commons." 
In the list are several titles by New England ministers, among 
whom appear the names of James Noyes, Thomas Parker, and 
John Norton. 

Woodbridge was the author of a poem on the Reverend John 
Cotton, printed in Mather's Magnalia (Book III. pp. 30, 31), 
of which certain lines may have suggested to Dr. Franklin his 
famous epitaph on himself. 

While I am on my feet, Mr. President, for the amusement 
of the members I will read an extract from a despatch dated 
at Madrid, February 6, 1878, and sent to the State Depart- 
ment in Washington by the Honorable James Russell Lowell, 
at that time United States Minister Plenipotentiary to Spain. 
It has no connection with the paper, just communicated, any 
further than that Mr. Lowell was a professor at Harvard for 
more than a generation, and always was a loyal son of the 
College. During a period of twenty-eight j'ears he was a 
distinguished member of this Society, and whatever he said 
at the meetings was sure to attract attention. It is generally 
supposed that State papers are dry and heavy, but the follow- 
ing extract from one of his communications to the State 
Department shows that they may be otherwise, when an official 
personage is disposed to unbend his formal stiffness, and 
when the wit of the man is greater than the dignity of the 
diplomat : — 

One of the devices of Fourcarde which came within Mr. Silvela's 
knowledge when in another Department of the Government, is so 
ingenious and amusing as to be worth recounting. 

The Frenchman's object was to smuggle petroleum into Madrid 
without paying the octroi. To this end he established his storehouses in 
the suburbs, and then hiring all the leanest and least mammalian women 
that could be found, he made good all their physical defects with tin 
cases filled with petroleum, thus giving them what Dr. Johnson would 
have called the pectoral proportions of Juno. Doubtless he blasphemed 
the unwise parsimony of Nature in denying to women in general the 
multitudinous breasts displayed by certain Hindu idols. For some time 
these milky mothers passed without question into the unsuspecting city 
and supplied thousands of households with that cheap enlightenment 
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which cynics say is worse than none. Meanwhile, Mr. Fourcarde's 
pockets swelled in exact proportion to the Quaker breastworks of the 
improvised wet-nurses. Could he only have been moderate ! Could he 
only have bethought him in time of the ne quid nimis. But on a fatal 
day he sent in a damsel whose contours aroused in one of the guardians 
i at the gates the same emotions as those of Maritornes in the bosom of 
the carrier. With the playful gallantry of a superior he tapped the 
object of his admiration and — it tinkled. He had " struck oil " un- 
awares. Love shook his wings and fled ; Duty entered frowning ; and 
M. Fourcarde's perambulating wells suddenly went dry. 

With a gentleman so ingenious the Spanish Government is perhaps 
justified in being on its guard. Even charity has its eyes and ears. 

Richard Garnett, LL.D., of London, was elected a Corre- 
sponding Member. 

Remarks were made during the meeting by the Hon. 
Mellen Chamberlain, the Hon. William Everett, and 
Messrs. R. C. Winthrop, Jb., Justin Winsor, and Gamaliel 
Bradford. 

A serial number of the Proceedings, comprising the record 
of the October and November meetings of the Society, was 
ready for delivery at this meeting. 
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